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Definitely not, but business reality has set in. Amazon, Ariba, CommerceOne, MSN and many others have shown that web services are here to stay, that web services offer substantial value for individual users and businesses when conducting transactions over the web. However those early pioneers also had to discover that web services require substantial investment in technology and infrastructure. Scale, reliability and availability have come back hunting those early pioneers. The issues compound by new security requirements, the need for intelligent caching services and the push for overhauling existing loosely coupled message-based applications. Infrastructure vendors heavily invest in XML. XML promises to remove the limitations of EDI. Databases adopt XML and integrate queuing services to provide richer data models and be able to integrate with message transports and message-based applications. Databases are becoming a viable option for switching messages and addressing the increase in load on back-office systems. BizTalk tightly integrated with SQL Server is an indication of where we are headed. Critical for success will be the delivery of new programming models and availability of new development environments for writing message-based applications. Agreement on executable electronic contracts is a prerequisite for removing the overhead in setting up trading relationships. Progress in those areas will enable self-service instead of today’s bilateral agreements.  This will reduce time and cost when setting up trading relationships. 

