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Boating background  

ÅBoat year -round in PNW  

ïSummer: west & north of 
Vancouver Island  

ïWinter: up to Broughtons  

ïOut most weekends  

ÅExplore & document little -
publicized destinations  

ÅWant independence, 
flexibility & self -sufficiency  

10/20/11 3 
©Copyright 2011 Jennifer and James Hamilton     

www.mvdirona.com 



Previous boat  

ÅBayliner  4087  
ïCummins 270B Diesels  
ï4,100 trouble -free hours over 11 yrs  
ïSolid coastal cruiser, but no passage - 

maker  

ÅSpecifications  
ï77 gallons water  
Å+20 gal portable  
ÅNo water maker  

ï220 gallons diesel  
ïCruise speed 15 knots  
Å17 GPH 
ÅRange: ~12 hours & 180 nm  

ïLow cruise 7.75 knots  
Å< 3 GPH 
ÅRange: 55 hours, 425 nm 
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Dirona  

Å2010 Nordhavn  52 
ïDelivered Feb, 2010  
ï1,400 hours on main engine  

ÅSpecifications  
ïMain: Deere 6068AFM75 M2  
ïWing: Lugger L844D  
ïGen: Northern Lights 12kW  
ïDiesel: 1860 gallons  
ïWater: 400 gallons  
ï,/!ȡ υφȭ τȱ 
ï"ÅÁÍȡ ρφȭ ρȱ 
ï$ÒÁÆÔȡ φȭ χȱ 
ïDisplacement: 110,000 lbs 

5263 Range 
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Choosing to run offshore to PWS 

ÅPrince William Sound long on 
our list of top destinations  
ï1,200 nm minimum  
ïUsually have < 4 wks  vacation  

ÅNew destination & more 
offshore experience  
ï5-day offshore SE Alaska run 

last year  

ÅOcean crossing with a pit stop  
ÅGot 5 wks  vacation  
ï7 days there, 7 days back 
ï3 weeks to cruise PWS 
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Weather and other conditions  

ÅLater in year & schedule constrained  

ÅSeattle to PWS 
ïGale-warning Strait of Juan de Fuca 

first night out, rough next 2 days  

ïSE gale final 2 days: 
Å12ȭ ÓÅÁÓȟ ÇÕÓÔÓ ÔÏ τπËÔÓ 

ÅPWS to Seattle 
ïSE gale at start:  
Å13ȭ ÓÅÁÓȟ ÇÕÓÔÓ ÔÏ υω kts  

ïworst ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÅȭÖÅ encountered  

ÅLess fog than SE Alaska run 

ÅLittle  wood/debris in water  
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Vessel Traffic  
ÅMostly in  
ïStrait of Juan de Fuca  

ïOff Barkley Sound (SW 
Vancouver Island)  

ïQueen Charlotte Sound (NW 
of Vancouver Island)  

ÅLittle traffic otherwise until 
near PWS 
ïOccasional fishing vessel or 

cargo ship  

ïCruise ships in clusters  

ïRussian tall ship Pallada  

ïMajority broadcasting AIS  

 

 

10/20/11 9 
©Copyright 2011 Jennifer and James Hamilton     

www.mvdirona.com 



Offshore run stats  

ÅTotal time: 166.7 
hours (6.9 days)  

ÅTotal distance: 
~1171 NM 

 ÅFuel burn: 988.6 gal  

ÅAverages: 

ïSpeed: 7.03 knots 

ïFuel burn: 5.9 GPH 

ïFuel economy: 1.18 nm/gal  

ïEngine output: 117 HP  
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Alternate Routes from SE Alaska  
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Glacier Bay 

Yakutat Bay 

Icy Bay Controller Bay 
(2-fathom approach) 

Lituya Bay 

No stops: 350nm 

One stop: 360nm 

Two stops: 375nm 

Three stops: 380nm 

Four stops: 415nm 

Cape Spencer 
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Heavy weather preparation  

ÅStorm plates & deadlights  

ÅPin anchor  

ÅRatchet straps for heavy items  

ïOn deck, engine room & laz 

ÅExtra latches on heavy drawers  

ÅBubble wrap/ nerf  balls for 
galley lockers  

ÅRefrigerator bars  

ÅSilicone baking mats  
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Night running  

ÅGood radar with AIS  & ARPA 

ÅShields for steaming & flood 
lights  

ÅHeavily tinted display covers 
on PH control panels  

ÅRed lights in PH, day head, 
galley  

ÅRed flashlights  
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Watchkeeping  

ÅSomeone always awake & at helm  

ï3 formal 3.5 -hour shifts at night  

Å8:00pm -11:30pm -3:00am -6:30am  

ÅPreviously did 4 -hour shifts  

ï Informal during day  

ÅSlept entirely in master stateroom  

ïPartly less motion, but also on -watch 
person can be less careful on noise  

ïPreviously mostly used off -watch berth  

ÅWatch Commander Pro watch alarm  

ïFlashing light Č beep Č siren  

ïWe modified for quieter initial beep  

ÅEngine room checks every shift change  
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Seasickness 

ÅGenerally not a problem  

ÅJennifer will get seasick if 
conditions very rough  

ÅJames seasick for first time 
ever on return trip  

ÅBoth still functional, but ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ 
hold down food/liquids  

ïWore scopolamine patch for 
that period  
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Spitfire  

ÅDid well, mostly slept  

ÅSevere boat motion scares him  

ïBlanket to wrap up/hide in helped  

ÅLoved graveyard shift  

ïFloodlight in fog attracted birds  

ÅCan get seasick if rough 

ïRestricted food intake to small 
amounts throughout day  

ÅȰ&ÒÏÎÔȟ ÆÒÏÎÔȟ ÈÉÎÄÓȱ ÆÏÒ ÓÔÁÉÒÓ 
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Cruising Guides & Resources 

ÅCruising to Prince William 
Sound 

ÅCoast Pilot 9: Cape Spencer 
to Beaufort Sea 

ÅFine Edge Cruising Planner 
maps 

ÅNational Geographic Trails 
maps 
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Overview  
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