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M1 | J0I00000000000000000  What the islands lack in protection
I00I000010000000000000  they make up for in a unique and diverse
0000000000 00000 00 ecosystem. Wh[te-sand peaches soften
00000 O0I0O000000000] e harsh terrarn. Seaotrds and many
0000 D000000000000000000 equpytheshores oo
000000000 01000 DO0I0OUOM  Theislands are part of the Hakai Lux-
O00000IIOOnNooooInOnogn vbalis (pronounced hack-eye looks-bal-ease)
O00000000000000n 00000000 Conservancy Area, which borders Queen
Charlotte Sound. At 1,230 square kilome-
A R 1 -
tres (475 square miles), it's the province’s
0000000000 00000100000 0000 largest marine park. The Goose Group
(O00C000R00ODOROOIDON00OIE  forms the park's western boundary and is
000000000 0000000000000 - separated from the rest by seven-mile-wide
0000 O0n0000I0000o00n - Queens Sound. This separation gives the
Goose Group its “edge-of-the-edge” feel.
l0d0tooearanoaioonlnaeoal The islands are popular with kayakers

0000000000000no00aIe00oo who bravely cross Queens Sound, a body
J00I0000000o0 of water that feels open and exposed in
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our 40-foot powerboat Dirona. At night
the kayakers camp on sheltered beaches
throughout the islands, where there are
no all-weather anchorages for pleasure
craft. But in settled weather, several
locations have reasonable west wind and
swell protection.

00000000 oIb0000Doool The most
accessible and popular of the Goose
Group anchorages is Goose Island
Anchorage, between Goose and Gosling
islands, but having anchored there
before, we instead tried the four-metre
cove on the northeast shore of Gos-
ling Island, west of Snipe Island. The
cove is open to the southeast, but has
reasonable protection from prevailing
westerly winds.

The anchorage was beautiful, with
wide sand beaches at both ends. Despite
the driftwood and evergreens, when the
sun shone briefly it felt like the tropics.
We were especially glad to be there, with
the cove all to ourselves, when two other
pleasure craft arrived to overnight in
nearby Goose Island Anchorage.
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0000000000000 From where we were
anchored, we could see structures above
the beaches on both Snipe and Gosling
islands, so we set off on the dinghy to
explore. We landed first at Snipe Island.
The west beach there has talcum-soft
sand and, as the tide falls, the beach
grows and grows—probably until Snipe

and Gosling islands are one.

We walked to the islets between the
two on a nine-foot tide. The structure we
could see from the boat was a large lean-
to with a moat. We found several camp-
sites hidden in the woods behind, some
with carefully made driftwood chairs
and tables, and even an outdoor toilet
complete with seat and lid. It seemed
we’d stumbled onto a secret realm of the
“Little People.”

The “Little People” is a term for kayak-
ers we picked up from lain Lawrence’s
Far-Away Places. “The Little People are
elusive,” writes Lawrence, with affection
and respect. “We saw their campsites
and their fire pits years before we saw the
first one on the water. They’re hardy and
brave, and they can fit themselves into
places we could never hope to reach. |
envy the Little People for their freedom
and admire them for their endurance.”

On the east side, a lovely basin
between Snipe and Gull islands was the
best part. The sand on the surrounding
beaches was deep and soft, while the
clear water and the bonsai-like tree on
a small island in the middle gave the
place a delicate, serene feel. Little wind
seemed to reach there, despite the rug-
ged seascape.

0000000000000 Conditions were
calm—ideal for a dinghy exploration of the
islands’ windblown eastern shores. North-
east of Gull Island we spotted a sea otter.
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